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Abstract

Although symbols should be grounded, humans
should be able to de-ground symbols for adequately
and dynamically using language. In this article,
grounding and de-grounding are discussed in the three
levels of communication: linguistic communication,
symbolic  non-linguistic ~ communication,  and
non-symbolic communication. At first, we investigate
the role of mirror neuron system, which is significant
in non-symbolic communication, in grounding
non-iconic and non-somatotopic symbols in the
formation process of symbolic communication
systems. Next, we analyze how grounded symbols can
be de-grounded in displaced communication where a
meaning that a communication partner has not known
is transferred with symbolic expressions. Finally, we
consider what structural dependency, which is a
critical feature of linguistic communication, means in
symbol de-grounding.

Keywords — Symbolic  Communication,
Linguistic Communication, Grounding,
De-grounding, Mirror Neuron System, Displaced
Communication, Structural Dependency
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